THE   ADEN   PROTECTORATE

chiefs of varying status in more or less direct correspondence with the
Government at Aden. Some thirty of these are in treaty relations, and
seven are gun chiefs.

There is a great deal of difference in social standing and importance
between the treaty chiefs. They range from rulers as important as Their
Highnesses of Lahej and Mukalla, through lesser Sultans such as the Fadhli
and the Haushabi, and Sheikhs with as little control as the Mausati and
Muflahi of Upper Yafa', to rulers of single towns such as the Sheikh of
'Irqa, and petty chieftains such as the Rija'i Sheikh of the Subeihis.
Amongst the non-treaty chiefs are the Dathina Sheikhs and the Mas'abi
Sheikh who is partially dependent on a treaty chief, the Sharif of Beihan.
The Mas'abi are probably the Marsuaba of Strabo, the furthest people
to. whom Aelius Gallus penetrated.

A glance at the map will show that the two most important chiefs in the
Protectorate are so geographically situated as to make them the natural
leaders of its western and eastern portions. The Sultan of Lahej has already
gone a long way towards establishing a hegemony over his neighbours.
He is dejure suzerain of the Subeihis, and to a lesser extent of the Haushabis,
Without interfering with the internal affairs of his northern and eastern
neighbours, he has shown such wisdom in his dealings with them, that they
naturally /seek for and accept his arbitration in their troubles. There are
occasional tiffs it is true, but even the independently minded mountaineers
of Upper Yafa* show more and more of a tendency to seek his advice, and
this tendency is naturally carefully fostered. The Sultan of Mukalla has
not yet succeeded in establishing his leadership to the same degree as the
Sultan of Lahej. l

Many of the chiefs have stipends, some granted by treaty and some by
grace. They also receive certain presents, and until recently some had the
privilege of issuing a fixed number of recommendatory letters each month
in favour of their tribesmen and these were usually automatically honoured
by the present of money, generally a small amount. Regular yearly
visitors received the sum they had been accustomed to-get. Often, persons
of influence or who had rendered service were given a personal arm and a
hundred rounds of ammunition. Chiefs also received presents of, or were
allowed to purchase, supplies of arms and ammunition for defence purposes.
The principal object of the presents was to encourage the good behaviour
of the recipients and in particular to try to secure safety on the main
caravan routes.